 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Telling truth from Lies

Act 1 Scene 2

Hamlet: ‘Seems, madam?  Nay, it is.  I know not ‘seems’.

 Read the opening court scene.  You can see some of this scene in ‘Secrets and Lies’.

Consider the difference between:

1.  Believing what Claudius says and taking it at face value.

2.  Knowing / suspecting that Claudius is a murderer.

3.  Being Claudius yourself and knowing your guilt.

	CLAUDIUS SPEAKS TO THE COUNCIL     ACT 1  SCENE ii



	APPEARANCE
                                     seems ...
	REALITY
                            is ...

	impressive

solemn grave

dignified

sincere

diplomatic well-balanced

well-organised  methodical -  dealing with the State first and family last

courteous - takes advice

decisive  capable

honourable

shows strength, courage, determination,   and fortitude

shows honest regret, respect, loyalty to brother
	hypocritical

insincere

lies and deceives as to feelings and motives

attempts to justify (cover-up) actions

shows audacity  nerve

scheming

selfish

cold-blooded



	CLAUDIUS SPEAKS TO HAMLET           ACT 1  SCENE ii


	APPEARANCE
                                seems ...
	REALITY
                        is ...

	comforting

reassuring

compassionate

sympathetic

attempting to put death in perspective

encouraging acceptance - it’s ‘natural’

firm   admonishing

offering incentives to ‘cheer up’ - names Hamlet as inheritor to the throne and  adopted son

protective - no return to Wittenberg
	Hamlet is a potential threat

Claudius shows impatience

irritation

guilt

hostility

especial hypocrisy when he says to grieve so is ‘...a fault to heaven

A fault against the dead, a fault to nature’ (lines 101-106)
the paternal offer doesn’t compensate for usurpation

no return to Wittenberg remain Here in the cheer and comfort of our eye is a veiled threat = where I can keep my eye on you


