 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Sorting things out - line games

Here are two games to play sequencing key lines from the play.  You might like to cut out the boxes so that students can physically re-arrange them.  The process will not only increase familiarity with the language but also encourage students to engage with Macbeth’s thought process (game one) and with the logic behind the murder sequence (game two).  

You can see relevant interviews at:

Language and Themes / Macbeth’s Choices (game one)

Language and themes / The Cover-up (game two)

Help Macbeth with his decisions   -   Deciding to kill Duncan

	Macbeth finds it hard to make choices.   Help him sort out his thoughts.

Can you sort these lines into their right order in the play?



	If we should fail?


	Stars, hide your fires;

Let not light see my black and deep desires:


	If chance will have me king, why, chance may crown me,

Without my stir.


	I am settled, and bend up

Each corporal agent to this terrible feat.

	We will proceed no further in this business:


	This supernatural soliciting

Cannot be ill, cannot be good: 


	Words to the heat of deeds too cold breath gives.

I go, and it is done; 


	 If it were done when ’tis done, then ’twere well

It were done quickly: 




ANSWERS:
	The right order is:
	(Arden edition references)

	This supernatural soliciting

Cannot be ill, cannot be good: 
	Act 1 Scene 3  Line 130



	If chance will have me king, why, chance may crown me,

Without my stir.
	Act 1 Scene 3 Line 144



	Stars, hide your fires;

Let not light see my black and deep desires:
	Act 1 Scene 4 Line 50



	 If it were done when ’tis done, then ’twere well

It were done quickly: 
	Act 1 Scene 7 Line 1



	We will proceed no further in this business
	Act 1 Scene 7 Line 31



	If we should fail?


	Act 1 Scene 7 Line 59

	I am settled, and bend up

Each corporal agent to this terrible feat.
	Act 1 Scene 7 Line  80



	Words to the heat of deeds too cold breath gives.

I go, and it is done; 
	Act 2 Scene 1 Line 61




Is this the logical order for these thoughts?

What can you tell about the way he makes his decision?

Try putting each line into your own words to see if it’s how you would make this choice.

Sort the murder victims
	Whose death is being talked about?       Can you put the deaths in order and name the victim?

How many of these people are still alive at the end of the play?



	Behold, where stands

The usurper’s cursed head


	 I have supp’d full with horrors;

Direness, familiar to my slaughterous thoughts

Cannot once start me.

                                 Wherefore was that cry?


	...   the worm, that’s fled,

Hath nature that in time will venom breed,

No teeth for the present.                              
	give to the edge o’ the sword

His wife, his babes, and all unfortunate souls

That trace him in his line.



	...   safe in a ditch he bides, 

With twenty trenched gashes on his head. 


	... get thee back, my soul is too much charged

With blood of thine already.


	
	Had he not resembled

My father as he slept, I had done it.




ANSWERS:
	The right order is:
	
	(Arden edition references)

	DUNCAN

	Had he not resembled

My father as he slept, I had done it.                         
	Act 2 Scene 2 Line 12 

	BANQUO

	...   safe in a ditch he bides, 

With twenty trenched gashes on his head.         
	Act 3 Scene 4 Line 25

	FLEANCE

STILL ALIVE!
	...   the worm, that’s fled,

Hath nature that in time will venom breed,

No teeth for the present.                              
	Act 3 Scene 4 Line 27

	THE MACDUFF FAMILY
	give to the edge o’ the sword

His wife, his babes, and all unfortunate souls

That trace him in his line.                                    
	Act 4 Scene 1 Line 151

	LADY MACBETH
	I have supp’d full with horrors;

Direness, familiar to my slaughterous thoughts

Cannot once start me.

                                 Wherefore was that cry?    
	Act 5 Scene 5 Line 13

	MACDUFF

STILL ALIVE!
	... get thee back, my soul is too much charged

With blood of thine already.                                     
	Act 5 Scene 8 Line 5

	MACBETH
	Behold, where stands

The usurper’s cursed head                                      
	Act 5 Scene 9 Line 21


What is the motive behind each death?

Who exactly carries it out?  Is there an accomplice?
