 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1MACBETH: The Key Ideas
	Gateway Title: 

POWER AND CONTROL

Subtitle:      Leave all the rest to me ...
	Focus: 

Witchcraft and the supernatural

Lady Macbeth and her interaction and relationship with Macbeth

Control in relationships / control in the kingdom:

kingship and the necessary qualities   

	Main video clip: Ref: Act 1 Scene 5

Macbeth’s arrival home.

From Lady Macbeth: ‘The raven himself ... Leave all the rest to me’. 
	

	
	On-screen Questions:
	Areas discussed:

	1
	Meeting Lady Macbeth
	Finding empathy and understanding for a difficult character.

The role of women in the play.

	2
	What help is she asking for?
	The nature of witchcraft in the play.

Research in rehearsal.

	3
	Could Macbeth become king honestly?
	The idea of kingship and the relative merits of Duncan, Macbeth and Banquo.

	4
	Can you see what he’s thinking?
	Appearances and psychology.

	5
	What’s the story of the set?
	How the design works to support the action.

	6
	Why doesn’t she let him kiss her?
	Who’s in charge Macbeth or his wife?  The changing nature of the relationship and their opposite journeys through play.                  


	Gateway Title: 

MURDER AND CONSEQUENCES

Subtitle:              Nought’s had, all’s spent,

                            Where our desire is got without content
	Focus:
Moral dilemma.

Victims: the killing of children.

The psychology of murder. 

	Main video clip: Ref: Act 3 Scene 2

Anxiety after the murder: from Lady Macbeth: Nought’s had ... to the end of the scene.
	

	
	On-screen Questions:
	Areas discussed:

	1
	Dressed to kill?
	Costume design.

	2
	What’s he worried about?
	The after-effects of murder and lack of sleep.

	3
	How do you make acting choices?
	Approaching particular playing moments and the characters of Duncan, Macbeth and Banquo.

	4
	What does Macbeth feel about Banquo?
	Banquo’s significance in the play.

	5
	Why doesn’t he tell her his plan?
	The differences between Macbeth and Lady Macbeth and the beginning of their separation.

	6
	What makes a murderer?
	Making the play real and not diabolical.


	Gateway Title: 

THE TRAGIC HERO

Subtitle:         ... a walking shadow ...
	Focus: Macbeth’s psychology: his journey through the play and the nature of his decisions.

NOTE: This section includes responses from the actor in role, answering directly as Macbeth.

	Main video clip:    Ref: Act 5 Scene 5

Macbeth’s soliloquy: ‘She should have died...signifying nothing’.      
	

	
	On-screen Questions:
	Areas discussed:

	1
	Hero?  Villain?  Or Victim?


	The different sides of Macbeth.

Macbeth’s view of himself.

	2
	Did he have a choice?


	Fate, free will, ambition and chance.

Macbeth considering the witches.

	3
	Is he giving up?


	Does Macbeth show defeatism or tenacity?

His positive determination as he waits for the final attack  ...



	4
	The end of the road for Macbeth?


	... and his final negativity and resignation.

Macbeth describes his final position.


