HAMLET: Some Interpretative Questions

· What kind of world has Elsinore become with Claudius as king?  

Is it an austere, prison-like place 

or frivolous and self-indulgent 

or primitive, bordering on barbaric 

or dysfunctional, splintering into factions . . . ?

· What is Hamlet’s relationship with Ophelia?

Does he want to distance and protect her as he takes revenge for his father’s murder?

Does he no longer care for her since his mother’s remarriage?

Is he uncertain and doubtful?

· What drives Hamlet to revenge his father’s death?

Why does he find it so difficult?  Should we be surprised?

· Why is Hamlet unable to kill Claudius when he finds him praying?

· What is the nature of the relationship between Hamlet and Gertrude?

· What is the function of the players?  

What kind of world do they come from?  

What additional information do they bring about the world of the play?

· How does Hamlet respond to Polonius’s murder?

· At what point and why does Hamlet decide to take action?

·   Who is Fortinbras and how will Denmark fare under his rule?

· What is this play primarily about?  

the desire for power 

the isolation of adolescence

the powerlessness of women 

the nature of personal responsibility 

political corruption

sons and fathers

trust in human relationships 
