 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
HAMLET : The Key Ideas
	Gateway Title:      

SEX AND VIOLENCE - OPHELIA
	subtitle:   I did love you once...                  


	Focus: women in a man’s world

anger and violence against women 

love versus duty                                          

	
	CHOICE OF TWO - Ophelia or Gertrude:


	

	MAIN VIDEO CLIP- OPHELIA   Ref: Act 3 Scene 1

the nunnery scene from Hamlet: ‘Nymph in thy orisons - see what I see.’    


	

	
	On-screen Questions:
	Areas discussed:

	1
	Early stages: what do they feel?


	An actor’s choices



	2
	Do the women have any say in their future?




	The role of women

	3
	Why so many buttons?
	Costume for women and how this can affect performance

	4
	Has Ophelia any choice?


	Ophelia’s choice between father and lover

	5
	How did this look in rehearsal?
	Exploring men, women and violence



	6
	How do you find the emotional quality in the text?
	Decisions about textual delivery


	
	
	


	Gateway Title:  

SEX AND VIOLENCE - GERTRUDE
	subtitle:   I did love you once...                  


	Focus: women in a man’s world

powerlessness and position            

anger and violence against women 

Gertrude’s journey

	
	CHOICE OF TWO - Ophelia or Gertrude:


	

	MAIN VIDEO CLIP - GERTRUDE: Ref: Act 3 Scene 4

the closet scene from Gertrude: ‘What have I done that you - no more’. 


	

	
	On-screen Questions:
	Areas discussed:

	1
	How do props advance the action?
	The way props and who handles them can influence the story



	2
	Do you identify with the character?
	The actor’s way in and advice in rehearsal from the director



	3
	How do the brothers compare?
	A comparison of the brothers



	4
	How much does Gertrude know?
	Gertrude’s choice



	5
	What happens next?
	The appearance of the ghost



	
	
	


	Gateway Title: 

SECRETS AND LIES


	subtitle: ... believe none of us ...                                    
	Focus: The Court

Polonius                                      

spying and manipulation                                    political language                                              

	MAIN VIDEO CLIP Ref: Act 1 Scene 2
Rehearsal footage of the court scene from 

Claudius: ‘And now Laertes what’s the news with you? - come away’.


	

	
	On-screen Questions:
	Areas discussed:

	1
	Playing politics?
	The style of Claudius government, paranoia, danger and the effect of a Renaissance setting



	2
	Does Polonius have an ulterior motive?
	Polonius and his family



	3
	How secure is Gertrude’s position?
	The position of the Queen



	4
	Will the body language change in costume?
	The effect of costume on performance



	5
	Why does he touch him?
	The murderer’s psychology: Claudius handling events



	6
	Is there no way out?
	Liberty



	7
	What happens next?
	Hamlet’s soliloquy ‘ O that this too too solid flesh ...’ and discussion of the text




	Gateway Title: 

REVENGE

                                         
	subtitle:   ...  O cursed spite that ever I was born to set it right                                              
	Focus: the ghost’s demands                   danger- the play as a thriller  

madness and cowardice

revenge heroes                      

	
	MAIN VIDEO CLIP- Ref: the end of Act 2 Scene 2

Hamlet’s soliloquy: ‘Now I am alone - catch the conscience of the King.’


	

	
	On-screen Questions:
	Areas discussed:

	1
	What kind of play is this?
	The director’s view of the play



	2
	What’s his motivation?
	Fired with revenged or depressed?  

A possible similarity with Claudius.



	3
	Coward?  Villain?  Or Hero?
	How to survive the enormity of the task he’s been set



	4
	Losing control?
	Considering madness and the conventional revenge tragedy



	5
	How do you manage the extreme changes of mood?
	Hamlet as revenge hero and reactions to the ghost



	
	
	


	Gateway Title: 

THE TRAGIC HERO

                           
	subtitle: conscience does make cowards of us all
	Focus: The Mousetrap

Hamlet’s state of mind

shock and suicide                                    

death                                                       friendship

	
	MAIN VIDEO CLIP Ref: Act 3 Scene 2
Player Queen: ‘Sleep rock thy brain - (Hamlet) come some music’


	

	
	On-screen Questions:
	Areas discussed:

	1
	What kind of hero is Hamlet?
	The integrity of the hero and the views of others



	2
	Double talk: double meanings?
	Rehearsing and casting



	3
	Which murder are we watching?
	The effect of an actor doubling the roles of Old Hamlet and the Player King



	4
	Why here?  Why now?
	Decisions over where to put the ‘To be or not to be’ speech



	5
	What dreams does he fear?
	How the doubling affects Hamlet



	6
	Why all the self-doubt?
	Suicidal tendencies



	7
	Is there no-one he can trust?  
	The character of Horatio.

More of the scene with Rosencrantz and Guildenstern



	
	
	


